
As part of our assessment of the future of dispute resolution, we scrutinised 
English High Court data from analytics provider Solomonic, covering more 
than 25,000 claims and 4,500 judgments over the past six years.

Combing through the data reveals patterns, confirms some suspicions and 
challenges a few received wisdoms about the realities of litigating in London. 
It also offers clues to the future trajectory of litigation as we enter 2021.

The Covid-19 pandemic resulted in a turbulent 2020 for the English High Court. The 
outbreak initially caused a sharp and sudden decline in disputes activity, with the number 
of new claims crashing 65% in the space of just a few weeks in March.

But the lull proved temporary. Thanks in no small part to the speed and skill with 
which the courts adapted to the constraints of virtual hearings, claims activity quickly 
rebounded and soon returned to pre-Covid levels.

And what started as a rocky year for the English High Court ended with annual claims 
numbers not seen since the run of banking disputes in 2015. Almost 4,000 new claims 
were filed in the Court in 2020 – a 24% increase in 2019 and the highest number ever 
recorded by Solomonic.

This spike is most striking for contract claims, which topped 1,000 last year – nearly 
double the number in 2019. The data supports widespread expectations that the 
pandemic and its economic impact will lead to a flood of contract disputes.

The COVID effect
A surge in pandemic-related contract 
claims fuelled English High Court 
litigation to historic levels.
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English High Court rebounds quickly from Covid slump
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The future of disputes



This is an excerpt from an HFW report on the future of 
dispute resolution. To read the rest of the report, which 
includes a series of 30 interviews with senior in-house 
counsel and other leading figures from across the global 
disputes industry, as well as insights from our expert 
litigators, visit: www.hfw.com/litigation

HFW LITIGATION
HFW has one of the most active disputes practices in the market, covering litigation, 
international arbitration and alternative forms of dispute resolution.

We have more than 350 specialist disputes lawyers across the Americas, Europe, the 
Middle East and Asia-Pacific, handling high-value, complex, multi-party and multi-
jurisdictional disputes, including fraud and asset recovery, insolvency, class actions, and 
enforcement actions.

Our expert lawyers frequently litigate on behalf of clients in counts around the world.

To find out more about our leading disputes offering, contact:

NOEL CAMPBELL
Global Head of Litigation
T +852 3983 7757
M +44 (0)7774 964184/+852 6113 9280
E noel.campbell@hfw.com

DAMIAN HONEY
Head of International Arbitration
T +44 (0)20 7264 8354
M +44 (0)7976 916412
E damian.honey@hfw.com

NICOLA GARE
Disputes PSL
T +44 (0)20 7264 8158
M +44 (0)7795 612270
E nicola.gare@hfw.com

SEAN TWOMEY
Director of Business Development
T +44 (0)20 7264 8546
M +44 (0)7976 282592
E sean.twomey@hfw.com

Find us on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/company/hfw  
or search for #HFWlitigation.
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